AAAAN 
ceca |2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 | 


_NAVALYYVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 2 
FAIRMONT BUILDING 


4420 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE \ - SECRET 


" ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203 IN REPLY REFER TO 


NIS~b4 /jeg 

OK to dacterrify fr © DN A-0 36/¢4 set 001285 
wee eons CCH 

detepl 27 JUN ~~ 


From: Director, Naval Investigative Servicé 
To: Director, Central Intelligence Agency (DDP-CI)(Mr. LUDLUM) 


| Subj: Declassification of information concerning President KENNEDY 
assassination (u) 


Ref: (a) CIA Memorandum of 22 May 1964 for Mr. J. Lee RANKIN; 
Subj: Anonymous Telephone Calls to U.S. Embassy in 
Canberra, Australia, relative to planned assassination 
of President KENNEDY (s) 


1. (U) In response to your verbal inquiry, it has been ascertained 
that appropriate Naval Intelligence components have no objection to 
declassification of the information concerning the assassination of 
President KENNEDY which was provided on the telephone to the U. S. 
Naval Attache CANBERRA, and discussed in pererenee (a). 


1. L. STEVENS. 
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2 APR 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
0 1... 
SUBJECT : Australian Press Request Regarding: 
Anonymous Telephone Calls to United States 
Embassy in Canberra, Australia, Relative to 
Planned Assassination of President Kennedy 
(Warren Commission Document 971) 


Background 


Mr. Peter Michelmore, an Australian newspaper representative, 
has requested that we declassify CD971. This consists of a memoran- 
dum from you to Mr. Rankin dated 22 May 1964 and an attachment dated 
29 November 1963. Both relate to "crank" calls received by the U.S, 
Naval Attache in Canberra on 15 October 1962 and 23 November 1963. 
CIA first was told about these calls on 24 November 1963 by the Depart- 
ment of the Navy - after the assassination of President Kennedy. A 
‘copy of CD971 is attached for your information, 


Recommendation 


1, CD971 should not be released at this time. Mr. Goodwin says 
he can handle the reply by phone. 


2. We will initiate preparatory steps toward releasing CD971. This 
entails clearance with U.S, naval intelligence and the qstetealee security 
service (the latter as a matter. of courtesy). 


3. Upon completion of pe 2, we wat submit an appropriate rec- 
: Ae 


ommendation. 


Raymond G. Rocca 
C/CI/R&A 
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S¢ EDITORIAL: LONGACRS 3-4033 ; ~ Se ea OFFICE: BROADWAY 
‘+ ADVERTISING: BRYANT ; 1921 | & SF err ca 


THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD ; : ; et 
THE SYDNEY SUN « THE SUN-HERALD 

‘THE AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL REVIEW 
WOMAN'S DAY « PEOPLE e PIX 
RADIO TELEVISION AND HOBBIES 


This letter is to request the declassification of Waenin Com | 


Post of April 6, 1968, the description of CD 971 is: 


[oa eee oe. nla 
. LONDON OFFICE: 85 JLEET 


The Sydney Morning Herald Limited 


229 WEST 431d STREET, NEW YORK, N. ¥. 10036 


March 26, 1968 


Mr. Richard M. Helms, ek ™ 
‘Director ie 
Central intelligence Agehoy, 

WASHINGTON D. C._ 20505 


Dear Mr. Helms: 


mission Document 971, which apparently consists of a memo 
written by you and is now sealed in the National Archives. | 


{ 
According to an article by David Wise in the Saturday Dreing| 


"Anonymous telephone calls to U.S. Embassy in Canberra, 


Australia relative to planned assassination of President 
Kennedy." ; 


This material would seem evs of interest to our Mosteaiien 
newspapers and, bearing in mind that this material will be 


made public at some ems I would 1ike the opportunity to ra 
spect it. 


SP Pen ees 


Yours ede: 
Mite ——e_ ; 
PM/mh | ~ Peter Michelmore 
Editor and Manager 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mee J. Leg ttante:n . 


SUBJ SOT: _ Anenyraous Telephons Calls to United States 
Embassy in Canberra, Auctretia, nelstive to 
Planted Asszssinution of President Kennedy 


> 


i. 2 vefer agaln to paregrar sh two of your memorandum, 
dsted 12 February 1955, relative to disseminations to the Zeeret 
Service made by OLA, . : 


of the Navy a copy of a cable from the Naval Attache in Canborra, 
Australia (IN 67327, Toa Sccrat, later downgraded to Seerct), 

reporting a telephone conversation the previous day with ax 

ce iiater individual whe had deacribet hivracelf as a Potish 
ehjuficur for the Soviet Embassy in that city. This iadivicual, 

white. bibodictas sevaral matisra of intellisonce interest, touched 

on ths posultility that the fovict Government had financed the 

assancinstion of ’residest Remedy, Relsrence wag made tn this 


cable to the. recetot of a siznllar anonymecs tele anid call cn 
1S Cetobsr 1962. 


| 2. Cn 24 Novembor 1953, CLA received from ths Department 


3. Upon receipt of thio cable from evr S CLA took the 
folloeiog ection: 


a. Cabled to Cznborra acking fall detatls of the 
telephons coarse eaten of 23 November and the call made 
oa 15 Cetoher 1952. Ts should be acted that CLA had not 
pecvetelys lnswn of the 1962 telephone call. 
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“SENSITIVE SOuRCes ae. 
METHODS INVOLVED 


| b. The CIA Station in Canberra, on 27 Novernbar, firaiahed 
alf available informations on the 196d telephone cell. It eppcars 
that sources on that accasion states that “Irca Cartals Countries" 


planned to paz a hancdved theusans dotlars for tha assassination 
vu Proclisnt Kennedy. 


Ce 27 November. tha CLA Canberra etstion also ceed 
Ss detail on the ancayracus tclophons call of 23 Novomber 195/. 


d. Cn 29 Meversher, Cl. dlaseminsted thie iaformetion, as 
tupolied by itn SCanberra Bae ts Sen white Gense, Departwent 
of State cand Foderat Savaau of Invectigatica, with a copy to the 
Sucret Service. A cory of thie dis recnination in ito exoct text 
§c attacned to this memoraniamn. 


4. an CTA Station in Canberra arranges for ticovaelon of the 
cats Ia ths oplalua of tha 
Austral! FE suthorlice, She callr w2ea crank. In any ovent, they . 
ware aot apie to icentity ony Pelich exoployes of the Soviet Embassy, 
the eutomonile dsacribed ty the collur as tha ons hs drove, or the 
Uecense plate number given by hing. No further inforcnation on this 
call bas beon raceivad. Available evidense would tend to chow thst 


the ealler wae same tyes of trask., Thia conclusion. however, canndt 
be conirmed. 


&. Please neta that the nitare a! the information in this 


| : 
nietiurandars snd its attachment requires the aso of & sensitivity | \ ne 
indleator. y | 


oat Sr 


Richard Helms 
Deputy Director for Plans 
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CUT Teletype No. $5591, dated 29 Noversboy 1943, (Sled at 117 hours, 
tothe White Mouse, Desartment of Licts and Federal Vereaa of 
Investigstion, «ith o copy to the Scerct Serica 


' 3. Year attextion is called toa rerisa of ancnymous telephone - 
exlls mada to the oificu of the U.S. Naval sttacke in Canberra, 
#uLtreua, bY 2 man Claiming to have had knowledge about 2 foviat 
plet te ascaveinate thé icty Ieceldent Nennedy. Cuz firct record 
of this maattey is: a Navel Attechs cable fvous Canberra sent on 

(34 November-1963. . . 


2. Is appears that the caller, who professes to On the Pelish 
chaufieue of a Soviat Drabassy car ia Canberza, fivst phoned in 
ever a gear ago, on 15 Cotebor 1962 repent 1962. At thet tirao he 
telé a starvy about Ave Soviet sutvesrinay carrying 406 to 506 Soviet 
solilere on their wry ts Ceba. Cano purpoee of this troap movement, 
bo catd, waa to cugport the Governor of Misclesigel. We added that 
there was a plet to pay ons hindsed thousand dollars te Kivi Prezident 
Henneey. Eshind ths plot, he ezid. wars tha “Tron Curtain Countvice,“ 

and "Sommonist nen ia Haglund, Hong Kong and probably come other 
_ countries." . : 

36 Gn 24 November 176} repsat 1933, the day after the 
agsarsination of FP rerldéent Henandy and ever a year ater tha flret 
telerbens coll, a man bolloved to bs the came porson phoned tho. 

| Embiussy again aad spoke to the ascistunt Navel Attache. The caller 
refosrad to hla call a year Gask and stated he had vald that the OS58 
had pat op 106,000 deltars for thy essassizntion of Presidcot Kennedy. 


4. Giving what ha clsirsd were further detalls zbenvt the 
asuagsination, tha callor said thet ebout tue woeks befors (which 
would have besa in carly Movember 1947) ke was present vhan an 
Auctealiaa yasu, 35 fo 46 years cht, and tall, was cispatched by 
the Sovicts to the United States carrying a case about 25 to 46 
covalrzters long, &5 ceniiaicters bith, and 8,5 centimeters wides 
She aemo Vasyl Teo wae used in feona connection with this man. 
io wed pit one plane ia Sydeey end whils ths caller dreve ths tes 
Covlat eacarts back to Canberra, thels chortwave radio ia the car 
wae goin constantye & shartwavs radio wag going in th: Crabssey | 
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aluo when they arrived thare. Cvor t: > radios, one of thece Soviata 
traacmiltted munters and “pointe.” ‘Vo, aained in Sie Sybaasy, ond 
that moraing (apparently 22 Noveroter 195.7, & mestage dame through 
and} toasts wore drank in Rascisn Yous and the Ragslans present gald, 
“we hava achioved whst we want." 


5. The caller tire cavs Vinlormation" shout ths fevict roles 
in giaking a U.S. Novy nuclear enbenrine and ou Soviet cooverstion in 
Intontcin.g Ne woull not ilentify Aimacl’, and when he described the 
car Se drives (as 0 ravyz bine 1953 Cuick, Heenae plate New South Vales 
COS bl22) he addad tary cten chinsze pistes, have filty cuts in reserve, 
wid Gun clingy thew in five coconce. . 

& The caller added coms vagun information aboot 2 women 
exnployss of the Jimsrican Ombacvy he things works for the Soviets. 
Tha convecastion consluies with the caller promising te write a letter 
{otis Naval Attache ot ths Armorices: Embassy. 


7. Ths callor epyke good Sustiah and hig accent and veice did 
not change threnzhoct the convescation, #9 it was agaumed that ha 
wat nit cisguising nis voice. 

€ 

6. Aactralisn anthioriti;es working en tis tase consider the 
caller tobe a erank. They etate that Covlat offices tn Australla 
do not tee anything bet Soviet chanfisuyna; they have no cscord of 
tasty using a Polish chauffeur. Shay ara cortlauing thets investigation. 
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_ MONEY To INDIVIDUAL IN U. st TO ASSASSINATE "PRESIDENT; 
POSSIBLE SOVIET IMPLICATION ‘IN U.S.S. THRESHER INCIDENT; 
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PASS ALSO-T3 ‘CIA- = HREN N . eS in a 
POSSIBLE SOVIET - INFORMER *".97 = * B8 a en 
13: ASST “ALUSNA RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL “23 NOV FROM PERSON” i eo 
CLAINING TO-BE: 7OLISH*DRIVER’ OF RUSSIAN VEHICLE. MOST OF © hes 


CONVERSATION RECORDED ‘BY ALUSNA. INFO TOUCHED ON SEVERAL : Gxe 5 Ue 
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_ SYSTEM OF “USSR EMBASSY PERSONNEL MEETING ‘MIGRANTS OS 
PAGE @"RuECCR’ ‘ooen“t! 0°} Pose OR ETS. Ce ; ba aa eo Se 
AUSTRALIA; PROVIDING Ft SE hcerenre ane. SENDING. THEN TL en Oe a ' 
OTHER* COUNTRIES?" RUSSTAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO cuss ann | 7 fo, A cs 
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tiDONESIa 5° RUSSIAN CONTACT WITH COOPERATIVE a INDO: EMBASSY, a eS 


SANBERRAS EMPLOYEE. IN ANEMB. ‘CANBERRA. “WoMaN): ‘wo “Is: BIVING, 


0 oe se amen mene ge we sree sence bane Ni test tee wine tae ey 


BP. ce Fen vas i oe ' 
“ ‘ . = 1 . 7 
: Bg) cad ta A les aetna 7 ‘ TA DQ tape Savi at om 4 d ron : A Spa eetasd Seine ve eee oe 


13-00000 


oe - ‘ J aes 
saBe | Be ey a eS : 


PASE 2r3 


CLASSIF JED MESSAGE 


TOP SECRET vik eee 7. 
_ INFO TO SOVIET ENB; SENDING OF AGENTS FROM AUST TO U.S 


peas 
Sey ee 


&} PERSON" GAVE CONSIDERABLE DETAIL ON woDUS OPERANDI OF Two 
3° 'SovIET aGENTs IN syoNEY: a 
HS 2.-PERSON HAS AGREED TO MEETING WITH ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY * 01 “oi 
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IN NEAR FUTURE. HAS ASKED FOR. ASSURANCE: HE -WILL BE PROTECTED 


“IF KE COOPERATES,” TOLD’ ‘THAT THIS COULD BE DISCUSSED AT FIRST ”— 
MEETING, 


“Se AMBASSADOR; CAS AND ASIO\ INFORMED. {ASIO conoucTING 


SURVEILLANCE FOR WELL DESCRIBED CAR AND DRIVER WHO CLAIMS “| 


Se: 


A AS ee re ae ve 


' TO BE IN CANBERRA Now s: KEEPING SOVIET ENSKSS Y UNDER SURVEILLANG { 
“[PMIG HAS WATCH AT PHONE EXCHANGE-TO TRACE ADDITIONAL CALLS, \ \ 


|I¥ CALL" TRACED ASIO HAS ARRANGED TO MAKE INMEDIATE SURVEILLANCE 


"OF ORIGINATOR AND/OR PLACE FROM WHICH CALL WADE. [ASTO) PLAN. To." \ 
\COVER MEETING GF ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY IF ee a : 
+52 ON 15 OCTOBER 1962 4 SIMILAR CALL vAS RECEIVED: AT EMB ° 
“| PAGE 3-RUECCR TOP SECRET .. ~ ! a 
| POSSIBLY FRON SAME PERSON! IN’ THAT CALL REFERENCE MADE TO 7}. | 3 
-sPLoT WITH REWARD i00;000 DOLLARS TO KILL PRESIDENT xemieoys 
= PCALLER, ALSO STATED USSR SUBS ON WAY TO CUBA WITH TROOPS *.. : 
_a WHOSE SECOND OBJECTIVE To GUARANTEE SUPPORT TO GOVEXNOR 

OF MISSISSIPPI; SUBSTANCE OF CALL PASSED i) ASTOJAT THAT, 727 214 
as BUT NO FURTHER INFO DEVELOPED, | NA . ne 
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"6 WHILE SOME ASPECTS INDICATE INDIVIDUAL A CRANK’ ‘OTHERS oe j 
- SEEN’ MORE AUTHENTIC. ALL PARTIES; INCLUDING ‘ANBASSADOR, 
.FEEL MATTER SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED UNTIL ADDITIONAL FACTS 
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V@LOPED OR EXISTING LEADS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED.» 
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A MAKING VERBATUM TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDING WITH 
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